
A  S N A P S H O T  O F  T H E

N E W  Z E A L A N D
L E G A L  P R O F E S S I O N
0 1  M A R C H  2 0 1 3

The New Zealand Law Society regulates New Zealand’s legal profession and 

is responsible for issuing practising certifi cates. Law Society information on 

lawyers holding a current practising certifi cate and data from other sources has 

been summarised to give a picture of  the legal profession at 1 March 2013.
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BRANCH BARRISTER SOLE PRACTICE LAW FIRM IN-HOUSE UNSPECIFIED TOTAL

A U C K L A N D 78 6 4 9 6 3 0 6 8 872 41 5 2 63

C A N T E R B U RY- W E ST L A N D 11 7 9 9 8 4 4 11 8 1 0 11 8 8

G I S B O R N E 2 9 4 3 4 1 5 9

H AW K E ’ S  B AY 2 2 2 1 1 51 24 2 2 2 0

M A N AWAT U 1 0 3 1 8 4 1 4 0 1 3 9

M A R L B O R O U G H 4 5 41 1 2 5 3

N E LS O N 9 2 9 1 0 5 8 2 1 5 3

O TAG O 4 3 5 2 2 9 5 3 1 1 4 2 2

S O U T H L A N D 4 1 2 11 3 4 0 1 3 3

TA R A N A K I 11 1 2 111 1 6 0 1 5 0

WA I K ATO  B AY  O F  P L E N T Y 1 4 8 1 2 0 67 1 11 8 1 1 0 5 8

W E LL I N G TO N 2 2 2 1 8 2 111 8 11 0 0 2 2 2 6 4 4

W H A N G A N U I 4 1 3 3 9 3 0 5 9

TOTA L  N E W  Z E A L A N D 1 3 8 2 1 0 81 6 6 83 2 3 1 3 8 2 115 41

OV E R S E A S 3 2 1 3 2 9 3 1 2 1 5 46 4

TOTAL 1 41 4 1 0 9 4 6 976 24 3 4 8 7 12005
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T R E N D S  I N  T H E  P R O F E S S I O N ’ S  M A K E - U P
Like all professions, the legal profession 
has undergone major change in the last 
few decades. Demographically, there have 
been signifi cant shifts in the proportion of  

women practising law, the rise (and levelling 
out) of  barristers sole and more in-house 
lawyers. The passage of  the Lawyers and 
Conveyancers Act 2006 also means lawyers 

based overseas are able to hold a New Zea-
land practising certifi cate and a growing 
number of  lawyers are now based overseas. 
Trends since 1990 can be shown as follows:

G E N D E R  B A L A N C E
A majority of  new entrants to the legal profession are female and the proportion of  female lawyers continues to increase.

45%
O F  L A W Y E R S  A R E  F E M A L E 1 9 9 0

20.8%

27.0%

50.0%

34.0%
39.0%

43.9% 44.8% 45.3%

1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 2 0 1 0 2 0 1 2 2 0 1 3S I N C E  2 0 1 2

0.5 %

I N - H O U S E  L A W Y E R S

1 9 9 0
N / A

12.0% 13.3%
19.0% 19.1% 20.1% 20.3%

1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 2 0 1 0 2 0 1 2 2 0 1 3

20%
O F  L A W Y E R S  P R A C T I C E  I N - H O U S E S I N C E  2 0 1 2

0.2 %

The proportion of  lawyers employed in-house continues to rise. CLANZ, the Law Society’s section for in-house lawyers was established in 1987.

B A R R I S T E R S

1 9 9 0

8.4%
4.5%

11.3% 12.6% 14.2% 12.4% 11.8%

1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 2 0 1 0 2 0 1 2 2 0 1 3

12%
O F  L A W Y E R S  A R E  B A R R I S T E R S

During the 1990s there was rapid growth in the number of  barristers practising in New Zealand. The proportion of  lawyers practising as 
barristers is now declining.

S I N C E  2 0 1 2

0.6 %
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E M P LO Y E E S  A V G  10.5  Y E A R S  62.5%

P R A C T I C E  I N  N E W  Z E A L A N D
New Zealand’s lawyers can be grouped 
into three areas of  practice: barristers sole, 
barristers and solicitors and in-house law-
yers. This analysis divides barristers and 

solicitors into two different groups: sole 
practitioners and lawyers who practice in 
a law fi rm with two or more lawyers. The 
information in this section excludes lawyers 

who are based outside New Zealand. All 
lawyers practising in New Zealand have an 
average of  18.1 years in practice.

B A R R I S T E R S

S O L E  P R A C T I T I O N E R S

I N - H O U S E  L A W Y E R S

L A W Y E R S  I N  F I R M S

F E M A L E
M A L E6 3 . 3 %

3 6 . 7 %

F E M A L E
M A L E7 3 %

2 7 %

F E M A L E
M A L E4 2 . 5 %

5 7 . 5 %

F E M A L E
M A L E5 4 . 4 %

4 5 . 6 %

0 – 9  Y E A R S 1 2 . 0 %
2 6 . 9 %

2 7 . 9 %

2 0 . 9 %

1 2 . 2 %

1 0 –1 9  Y E A R S

2 0 – 2 9  Y E A R S

3 0 – 3 9  Y E A R S

4 0 +  Y E A R S

A U C K L A N D 5 2 . 7 %

1 3 . 3 %
7 . 8 %
5 .1 %
2 1 .1 %

W E L L I N G T O N
C H R I S T C H U R C H

H A M I L T O N
E L S E W H E R E

A U C K L A N D 3 8 . 9 %

1 0 . 7 %
7 . 0 %
3 . 3 %

2 1 .1 %

W E L L I N G T O N
C H R I S T C H U R C H

H A M I L T O N

E L S E W H E R E

A U C K L A N D 4 4 . 6 %

3 6 . 6 %

4 . 9 %
3 . 3 %
1 0 . 6 %

W E L L I N G T O N

C H R I S T C H U R C H
H A M I L T O N

E L S E W H E R E

A U C K L A N D 4 2 . 9 %

1 3 . 8 %
1 0 . 9 %
3 . 7 %
2 . 9 %
2 5 . 8 %

W E L L I N G T O N
C H R I S T C H U R C H

H A M I L T O N
D U N E D I N

E L S E W H E R E

0 – 9  Y E A R S 0 3 . 4 %
1 8 .1 %
2 5 . 2 %

3 1 . 9 %

2 1 . 3 %

1 0 –1 9  Y E A R S
2 0 – 2 9  Y E A R S

3 0 – 3 9  Y E A R S

4 0 +  Y E A R S

24.3
AV E R A G E  Y E A R S  I N  P R A C T I C E

Since 2012 barristers have been required to complete Stepping Up 
and this (along with changes in legal aid) may be partly responsible 
for the slight drop in the number of  barristers over the last two years.

1 2 %

29.7
AV E R A G E  Y E A R S  I N  P R A C T I C E

Lawyers in sole practice comprise 
9.4% of  New Zealand-based 
lawyers.

9 . 4 %

14.9
AV E R A G E  Y E A R S  I N  P R A C T I C E

In-house lawyers comprise 20% 
of  New Zealand-based lawyers.

2 0 . 0 %

16.2
AV E R A G E  Y E A R S  I N  P R A C T I C E

Lawyers in fi rms with more 
than one lawyer make up 57.9% 
of  New Zealand-based lawyers.

5 7 . 9 %
5 9 . 3 %

0 – 9  Y E A R S 4 1 . 5 %

2 5 . 0 %

1 4 . 5 %
1 1 . 7 %
7 . 3 %

1 0 –1 9  Y E A R S

2 0 – 2 9  Y E A R S
3 0 – 3 9  Y E A R S

4 0 +  Y E A R S

0 – 9  Y E A R S 3 1 . 4 %

4 1 . 3 %

1 8 . 8 %
6 . 6 %
1 . 8 %

1 0 –1 9  Y E A R S

2 0 – 2 9  Y E A R S
3 0 – 3 9  Y E A R S

4 0 +  Y E A R S

D I R E C T O R S  A V G  22.3  Y E A R S  7.5%

PA R T N E R S  A V G  26.4  Y E A R S  30.1%

2 2 . 3 %

2 1 . 5 %
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A R E A S  O F  P R A C T I C E
Company and commercial and property law 
are the two most commonly practised areas 
of  law, with 49% of  New Zealand-based 

lawyers doing some work in company/
commercial. While the picture changes 
according to the type of  law practice, the 

three most important areas are company/
commercial, property and civil litigation.

B A R R I S T E R S S O L E  P R A C T I T I O N E R S
L A W Y E R S  I N  F I R M S 
W I T H  1 +  P R I N C I P A L S
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.0%
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.8%

35
.6%33
.6%
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.0%
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.8%
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2.0
%8.5
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2.5
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17.
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7% 6.3
% 9.1

%
5.3

%
2.0
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A L L  N E W  Z E A L A N D  B A S E D  L A W Y E R S

C O M P A N Y / C O M M E R C I A L

P R O P E R T Y

T R U S T S / E S T A T E S

C I V I L  L I T I G A T I O N

F A M I L Y

E M P L O Y M E N T

C R I M I N A L

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E

R E S O U R C E  M A N A G E M E N T

I N T E L L E C T U A L  P R O P E R T Y
S O M E  W O R K
O V E R  5 0 %  O F  T I M E

1 2 %

1 1 %

9 %

3 %

8 %

3 %

2 %

3 %

2 %

7 %

4 9 %

4 2 %

3 7 %

3 6 %

3 1 %

2 8 %

2 1 %

1 7 %

1 5 %

1 5 %
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A D M I S S I O N  T O  T H E  L E G A L  P R O F E S S I O N
New Lawyers are admitted to the profes-
sion throughout the year. As noted in our 
Snapshot last year, two clear trends are 

apparent: the number of  new entrants as 
a proportion of  the number of  lawyers in 
practice is declining, and the proportion 

of  women admitted as lawyers continues 
to increase (although the 2011 and 2012 
statistics indicate this could be plateauing).  

L A W Y E R S  C U R R E N T L Y  P R A C T I S I N G  B Y  A D M I S S I O N  Y E A R

1 9 8 0
1 9 9 0
2 0 0 0
2 0 1 0
2 0 1 1
2 0 1 2

A D M I S S I O N S  =  2 1 6

A D M I S S I O N S  =  2 9 3

A D M I S S I O N S  =  4 2 9

A D M I S S I O N S  =  9 0 5

A D M I S S I O N S  =  8 3 5

A D M I S S I O N S  =  9 2 5

M A L E

0 – 9  Y E A R S 2 7 . 5 %

2 2 . 5 %

1 8 . 7 %

1 9 . 8 %

1 1 . 5 %

1 0 –1 9  Y E A R S

2 0 – 2 9  Y E A R S

3 0 – 3 9  Y E A R S

4 0 +  Y E A R S

F E M A L E

0 – 9  Y E A R S 4 9 . 2 %

3 0 . 5 %

1 4 . 9 %

5 . 2 %

0 . 2 %

1 0 –1 9  Y E A R S

2 0 – 2 9  Y E A R S

3 0 – 3 9  Y E A R S

4 0 +  Y E A R S

A L L  L A W Y E R S

0 – 9  Y E A R S 3 7 . 3 %

2 6 .1 %

1 7 . 0 %

1 3 . 2 %

6 . 4 %

1 0 –1 9  Y E A R S

2 0 – 2 9  Y E A R S

3 0 – 3 9  Y E A R S

4 0 +  Y E A R S

196
2

197
2

198
2

199
2

20
02 20
12

1 0 0 %

9 6 . 3 % 7 5 . 8 %

5 4 . 9 %

4 5 . 6 %
3 9 . 3 %

3 . 7 % 2 4 . 2 %

4 5 .1 %

5 4 . 4 %
6 0 . 7 %

2 3 . 2 %

4 2 %

5 8 . 5 %

6 2 . 7 %

6 0 . 4 %

6 1 %
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L A W Y E R S  B Y  L O C A T I O N  –  N U M B E R S

A U C K L A N D
4 9 9 7  –  4 3 %

W H A N G A R E I
1 2 0  –  1 . 0 %

R O T O R U A
1 2 8  –  1 .1 %

N A P I E R
1 1 7  –  1 . 0 %

C H R I S T C H U R C H
1 0 2 8  –  8 . 9 %

D U N E D I N
2 8 3  –  2 . 5 %

I N V E R C A R G I L L
1 1 4  –  1 . 0 %

H A S T I N G S
7 4  –  0 . 6 %

W E L L I N G T O N
2 2 5 9  –  1 9 . 6 %

L O W E R  H U T T
1 7 8  –  1 . 5 %

T A U R A N G A
2 7 5  –  2 . 4 %

H A M I L T O N
4 3 2  –  3 . 8 %

N E W  P L Y M O U T H
1 1 5  –  1 . 0 %

P A L M E R S T O N  N O R T H
1 0 5  –  0 . 9 %

N E L S O N
1 4 3  –  1 . 2 %
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L A W Y E R S  B Y  L O C A T I O N  –  P E R  C A P I T A

M O S T  E X P E R I E N C E D  C E N T R E S
Excluding centres with fewer than 10 lawyers, the locations with the highest proportion 
of  lawyers who have been in practice for 40 years or more are Hawera (33.3% of  all 
lawyers), Feilding (33.3%), Wanaka (31.3%), Levin (29.4%), Warkworth (27.8%) and 
Masterton (25.0%).

F R E S H E S T  F A C E S
Again excluding centres with fewer than 10 lawyers, the locations with the highest propor-
tion of  lawyers who have been in practice for 5 years or less are Hawera (40.0% – and 
interestingly also topping the table for highest proportion with 40 years or more experi-
ence), Morrinsville (30.0%), Whakatane (27.8%), Wellington (26.8%) and Orewa (25.0%).

H O W  D O  W E  S H A P E  A G A I N S T  O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S ?
Putting together an accurate global list of  lawyers per head of  population is diffi cult. 
Israel appears to lead the world, with a 2010 Israel Court Administration report giving 
the country one lawyer for every 171 people. Figures from the American Bar Association 
show that the 1,225,452 lawyers in the United States in 2011 gave a ratio of  one lawyer 
to 256 people. Brazil was also ahead of  New Zealand, with Bar Association of  Brazil 
data showing 1 lawyer for 316 people. 

P R O F E S S I O N
( N Z  A N D  A B R O A D )

N U M B E R P E R  C A P I TA

A R C H I T E C T S 1 , 6 2 1 2 7 5 1

C H A R T E R E D  A C C O U N T A N T S 2 4 , 6 4 0 1 8 1

D E N T I S T S 2 , 6 1 9 1 7 0 2

D O C T O R S 1 3 , 8 7 4 3 2 1

N U R S E S 4 6 , 2 8 4 9 6

S U R V E Y O R S 7 2 2 6 1 7 7

T E A C H E R S 9 8 , 0 0 0 4 6

L A W Y E R S 1 2 , 0 0 5 3 7 2

O T H E R  P R O F E S S I O N S
To give some context to the number of  law-
yers per New Zealander, the following infor-
mation shows numbers in some other profes-
sions. Information has been extracted from 
the latest annual report of  the appropriate 
regulating body and shows fully practising 
professionals (excludes associates, graduates 
and others).

H I G H E S T  P R O P O R T I O N  O F  L A W Y E R S L O W E S T  P R O P O R T I O N  O F  L A W Y E R S

W E L L I N G T O N  –  1  P E R  8 9

W A R K W O R T H  –  1  P E R  1 9 4
W E L L S F O R D  –  1  P E R  3 4 0

A L E X A N D R A  –  1  P E R  3 0 0
Q U E E N S T O W N  –  1  P E R  3 4 4

C H R I S T C H U R C H  –  1  P E R  3 8 8

H A M I L T O N  –  1  P E R  3 9 7
M A T A M A T A  –  1  P E R  4 0 0

A U C K L A N D  –  1  P E R  3 0 0

K E R I K E R I  –  1  P E R  2 0 5

1  P E R  6 9 4 0  -  K A W E R A U

1  P E R  2 0 0 0  -  T A I H A P E

1  P E R  1 3 5 0  -  O T O R O H A N G A

1  P E R  1 5 0 0  -  P U T A R U R U

1  P E R  1 2 8 9  -  H A V E L O C K  N O R T H

1  P E R  1 4 4 0  -  M O T U E K A

1  P E R  1 4 0 0  -  W A I M A T E

1  P E R  1 9 1 4  -  T O K O R O A

1  P E R  1 8 0 4  -  U P P E R  H U T T

1  P E R  4 3 0 0  -  W A I R O A
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14   Y E A R S
AV E R A G E  T I M E  Q C

29   Y E A R S
LO N G E S T  S E R V I N G  Q C  –

A N T H O N Y  PAT R I C K  M O L LOY

Q U E E N ’ S  C O U N S E L

L A W Y E R S  I N  P A R L I A M E N T

In general a Queen’s Counsel will have held the honour for an average of  14 years. For the record the longest practising Queen's Counsel, 
according to our research is Anthony Molloy, who was granted the title 29 years ago. The next round of  appointments is expected shortly

For this year’s snapshot we decided to look at how many Members of  Parliament had a legal background. The information has been 
gathered from parliamentary and party websites.

F E M A L E
M A L E8 6 %

1 4 %

M P S  W H O  A R E  L A W Y E R S 1 7 %

83
T O TA L  C U R R E N T

Q U E E N ’ S C O U N S E L

A U C K L A N D 4 1
2 7

6
2
2

1
1
1
1

W E L L I N G T O N

D U N E D I N

N E W  P L Y M O U T H
H A M I L T O N

R O T O R U A
T A U R A N G A
W A I K A N A E

N A T I O N A L

L A B O U R

G R E E N

N Z  F I R S T

2 0 %

2 5 %

1 5 %

1 5 %

C H R I S T C H U R C H

A U C K L A N D W A I K AT O V I C T O R I A C A N T E R B U R Y O TA G O N O T  S U R E

8 1 4 4 2 2

U N I V E R S I T Y  A T T E N D E D
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To round off  last year’s Snapshot we included judiciary information collected from the Ministry of  Justice websites. This year we have 
updated that information and note any changes. 

F E M A L E
M A L E7 2 %

2 8 %

T H E  J U D I C I A R Y

G E N D E R

U N I V E R S I T Y  A T T E N D E D T I M E  A S  J U D G E

There has been a slight increase in the representation of  women in most courts with the exception of  the High Court (which decreased 
slightly). Female representation in the Supreme Court increased 23%.

4 0 %

S U P R E M E

6 0 %

2 0 %

A P P E A L

8 0 %

2 1 %

H I G H

7 9 % 3 1 %

D I S T R I C T

6 9 %

2 1

4

3

H I G H

A P P E A L

S U P R E M E

A U C K L A N D

6

1

0

H I G H

A P P E A L

S U P R E M E

C A N T E R B U R Y
H I G H 1 5

5

1

A P P E A L

S U P R E M E

V I C T O R I A

6

1

0

H I G H

A P P E A L

S U P R E M E

O T A G O 0 6 - 1 0  Y E A R S 6 4

3 9

3 7

0 6

1 1 - 1 5  Y E A R S

1 6 - 2 0  Y E A R S

2 1 +  Y E A R S

11.0
A P P E A L

11.0
S U P R E M E

9.7
H I G H

10.3
D I S T R I C T

10.3
AV E R A G E

For the record New Zealand’s longest serving 
members of  the judiciary (at March 2013) are 
Keane J (26 years), Ronald Young J (25 years) 
and Judge Harvey (24 years).

Information is not available for all District Court judges 
and they have been excluded.

E L I G I B L E  F O R 
A P P O I N T M E N T 

5 2 7 5

This data has been 
adjusted to exclude 
all lawyers who have 

been admitted for 
less than 7 years (the 

minimum time a 
lawyer must be eligible 

for appointment to 
the judiciary).

3 4 6 3
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