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The information has been prepared from a number of sources, 
including practising certificates issued by the New Zealand Law 
Society and held as at 1 February 2015. The intention is to give a pic-
ture of the make-up of New Zealand’s legal profession at a point in 
time. The statistics focus on identifying the key elements and trends 
among the 12,480 people who practise law in New Zealand.
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Centre
 Lawers 
in firms

In-house 
Lawers Barristers

Sole 
Practioners Unspecified Total Male Female

Auckland 3060 977 714 371 33 5155 2771 2384

Wellington 886 1061 189 101 21 2258 1096 1162

Christchurch 795 145 107 63 6 1116 584 532

Hamilton 267 75 66 43 4 455 230 225

Dunedin 185 28 41 19 2 275 143 132

Tauranga 178 22 28 20 2 250 133 117

Lower Hutt 100 60 3 23 1 187 91 96

Nelson 111 8 10 25 3 157 89 68

Invercargill 101 8 2 7 0 118 65 53

Rotorua 73 9 19 15 0 116 67 49

New Plymouth 86 10 6 8 4 114 63 51

Napier 70 15 14 14 0 113 74 39

Whangarei 73 3 15 21 0 112 64 48

Palmerston North 66 11 7 18 0 102 61 41

Hastings 63 6 5 3 2 79 45 34

Queenstown 50 3 4 6 2 65 33 32

Blenheim 45 1 6 3 0 55 32 23

Gisborne 40 4 4 6 0 54 28 26

Porirua 32 10 3 8 1 54 22 32

Timaru 42 1 2 9 0 54 33 21

Other Centres 665 74 103 161 38 1041 619 422

New Zealand-based 6988 2531 1348 944 119 11930 6343 5427

Overseas 332 163 24 22 9 550 288 262

Total 7320 2694 1372 966 128 12480 6631 5849

Practising Certificates on Issue

5155
2258
1116
455
275
250
187
157
118
116
114
113
112
102
79
65
55
54
54
54

1041

11930

550

Just under 12,000 lawyers are practising 
in New Zealand, with a further 550 based 
overseas but holding a practising certificate 
issued by the New Zealand Law Society. 
Of the New Zealand-based lawyers, 59% 
practise in law firms with more than one 
practising certificate. Another 8% are in 
sole practice (SP), while 21% are in-house 
lawyers (IHL) employed by an organisation. 
The remainder are barristers (11%) or not 
currently working. The table below and 
graphs on the following page show the 20 
centres with 50 or more lawyers.20151955 1965 1975 1985 1995 2005

2022

1071 1087 920 652 525 410 383

2418
3352

4980

6996

11930

10084

Lawyers in practice
People per lawyer
(Population of NZ)
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Tauranga 250
♂ 53% ♀ 47%

72% Fi
9% IH
11% Ba
8% SP

Rotorua 116
♂ 58% ♀ 42%

63% Fi
8% IH
17% Ba
13% SP

Gisborne 54
♂ 52% ♀ 48%

74% Fi
7% IH
7% Ba
11% SP

Napier 113
♂ 65% ♀ 35%

62% Fi
13% IH
12% Ba
12% SP

Hastings 79
♂ 57% ♀ 43%

80% Fi
8% IH
6% Ba
4% SP

Whangarei 112
♂ 57% ♀ 43%
Fi 65%
IH 3%
Ba 13%
SP 19%

Auckland 5155
♂ 54% ♀ 46%
Fi 59%
IH 19%
Ba 14%
SP 7%

Hamilton 455
♂ 51% ♀ 49%
Fi 59%
IH 17%
Ba 15%
SP 9%

New Plymouth 114
♂ 55% ♀ 45%
Fi 75%
IH 9%
Ba 5%
SP 7%

Palmerston North 102
♂ 60% ♀ 40%
Fi 65%
IH 11%
Ba 7%
SP 18%

Nelson 157
♂ 57% ♀ 43%
Fi 71%
IH 5%
Ba 6%
SP 16%

Blenheim 55
♂ 58% ♀ 42%
Fi 82%
IH 2%
Ba 11%
SP 6%

Queenstown 65
♂ 51% ♀ 49%
Fi 71%
IH 5%
Ba 6%
SP 16%

Invercargill 65
♂ 55% ♀ 45%
Fi 86%
IH 7%
Ba 2%
SP 6%

Dunedin 275
♂ 52% ♀ 48%

67% Fi
10% IH
15% Ba
7% SP

Christchurch 1116
♂ 52% ♀ 48%

71% Fi
13% IH
10% Ba
6% SP

Wellington 2258
♂ 49% ♀ 51%

39% Fi
47% IH
8% Ba
4% SP

Lower hutt 187
♂ 49% ♀ 51%

53% Fi
32% IH
2% Ba
12% SP

Porirua 54
♂ 41% ♀ 59%

59% Fi
19% IH
6% Ba
15% SP

Timaru 54
♂ 61% ♀ 39%

78% Fi
2% IH
4% Ba
17% SP

Firms

Male

Female

In-house
Barristers
Sole practioner
National average

Key
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Admission to the Legal Profession

Completion of a law degree is the first major requirement for 
admission as a barrister and solicitor in New Zealand. Ministry 
of Education statistics indicate that around 1350 domestic 
students complete an LLB degree each year. Data for the latest 
available year, 2012, shows that students completing an LLB 
tend to be aged under 25, female, and of European ethnicity.

University study Earning capacity a�er admission

Bachelors degrees in 
law completed 2012

Aged 40+

Aged 20–24

Aged 25–39

1340
50

200

710

845

883

905

9082014

2010

2005

2000

1995

1990

1985

1980

491

404

388

1090

♂ 40%

♂ 37%

♂ 39%

♂ 42%

♂ 50%

♂ 54%

♂ 58%

♂ 74%

♀ 60%

♀ 63%

= 10 degrees

♀ 61%

♀ 58%

♀ 50%

♀ 46%

♀ 42%

♀ 26%

New lawyers are admitted to the legal 
profession throughout the year. Since 
the early 1990s the number of women 
admitted has exceeded the number of men. 
Comparison of the number of lawyers 
admitted with the number graduating LLB 
indicates that around 65% of people who gain 
a law degree will be admitted to the legal 
profession.

Admission as barristers 
and solicitors

Ministry of Education research released in mid-2014 
found that that only 38% of graduates with an LLB were in 
employment in their first year a¥er university in the 2012 tax 
year. Unfortunately the research erroneously gave a different 
status to completion of the College of Law legal professionals 
course and the Institute of Legal Professionals course (this 
has now changed). The research also only applies to “young” 
graduates (24 and under for LLB).

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 5 YEAR 7

$42k

38%

72%

84%

$48k

70%

80%

82%

$57k

72%

78%
78%

$68k

78%
79%
84%

$68k

$51k

$80k
$81k
$87k

$45k

$51k

$58k

College of Law
LLB(Hons) 

/ IPLS
LLB

G R O S S M E D I A N E A R N I N G S ,  Y E A R S A F T E R Q U A L I F I C AT I O N

E M P LO Y M E N T R AT E S ,  Y E A R S A F T E R Q U A L I F I C AT I O N

♀ 57% ♂ 43%
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Retention Gender
The lawyers practising at 1 February 2015 
had been in practice for an average of 21.4 
years. Analysis of years in practice shows a 
relatively rapid decline in lawyers who have 
been in practice for 46 years, indicating that a 
lot of lawyers retire around the age of 68.
Of lawyers currently holding a practising 
certificate, one was admitted in 1949, one in 
1950, one in 1951 and two in 1952. One of 
the 1952 admittees is a woman; the others 
are men.

More women than men were first admitted to the legal profession in 1993. 
Since there has been a dramatic increase in the proportion of women in legal 
practice. Of the 933 law firms in New Zealand with more than one lawyer, in 
263 (28.2%) a majority of practising certificate holders are women. In 147 
multi-lawyer firms (15.8%) a majority of partners and directors are women.
Further information on gender can be found in other sections of this Snapshot.

Y E A R S S I N C E A D M I S S I O N

50+40–4930–3920–2910–190–9

17%

13%

5.9%

0.9%

26%

37%

2014

2004

1994

1984

1974

1964

G E N D E R O F L AW Y E R S C U R R E N T LY 
P R A C T I S I N G B Y  A D M I S S I O N Y E A R

♀ 0%

♀ 7%

♀ 30%

♀ 54%

♀ 63%

♀ 63%

♂ 100%

♂ 93%

♂ 70%

♂ 46%

♂ 37%

♂ 37%

Comparison of the number of lawyers admitted in any 
particular year with the number still in practice at 1 February 
2015 shows a higher retention rate for males. Over the whole 
period from 1980 (when admission data by gender was first 
kept) until 2014, 56% of lawyers who were admitted in that 
time held practising certificates at 1 February 2015.

Sole practitioners

Law firm partners/ 
directors

Law firm employees

In-house lawyers

Barristers

♀ 60%

♀ 60%

♀ 36%

♀ 25%

♀ 32%

♂ 64%

♂ 40%

♂ 40%

♂ 75%

♂ 68%

53%

40%

71%

58%

1980–1990 1991–2000 2001–2010 2011–2014

P R O P O R T I O N O F L AW Y E R S A D M I T T E D 
I N  Y E A R C U R R E N T LY P R A C T I S I N G

♂
65%

♂
41%

♂
80%

♂
59%

♀
39%

♀
39%

♀
66% ♀

58%

12%

21%
27%

34%
39%

44%
45%

46%
47%

7%

19
80

19
85

19
90

19
95

20
00

20
05

20
10

20
13

20
14

20
15
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15 JUN

1977
14 DEC

1976

District and 
Family Courts 

begin operating

First 
community law 

centre (Grey 
Lynn) opens

1 APR

1974

Matrimonial 
Property Act 
1976 Royal 

Assent

Accident 
compensation 

begins

21 JUL

1968

First person 
walks on the 

moon

30 FEB

1962

Last district 
law society 
(Manawatu) 
established

17 FEB

1958

Permanent 
Court of Appeal 

sits for first 
time

% current 
lawyers not in 
practice on date

Lawyers in practice on 
date still in practice

1 OC T

1981

85.1 %

99.8 %
801

2466419
1118 1216

185699.5 % 98.0 % 93.6 % 91.0 % 90.3%

At 1 February 2015, eight lawyers had been in practice for over 60 years, and 
just under 7% of all lawyers had practised for 40 years or more. At the other 
end of the spectrum, over half – 51% – of all lawyers began to practise a¥er 
1 January 2000. The chart below (continued on the following spread) shows 
some key events which have impacted on legal practice in New Zealand and 
the proportion of current lawyers who were not practising then. The number 
of lawyers who were practising then and who are still in practice is shown 
alongside in purple.

Time in practice

Types of Practice

The proportion of lawyers who practise 
in-house has continued to increase over the 
last decade. The growth of the Public Defence 
Service and increased employment in the local 
government sector are contributing factors.

In-house Lawyers Barristers
21% O F N Z L AW Y E R S 11% O F N Z L AW Y E R S

Auckland 53%

Auckland 39%

54% Government

38%  Corporate 
entity

3%   Local 
government

3%   Prof. assoc. / 
trade union

2%   Academic

Wellington 14%

Wellington 42%

Christchurch 8%

Christchurch 6%

Hamilton 5%

Hamilton 3%

Other 5%

Other 10%

14 Y E A R S I N  P R A C T I C E  O N AV E R A G E 24.5 Y E A R S I N  P R A C T I C E  O N AV E R A G E

♂ 40% ♂ 64%
15.4
AV G Y E A R S

26.9
AV G Y E A R S

13.1
AV G Y E A R S

20.4
AV G Y E A R S

♀ 60% ♀ 36%

1995

1995 2000 2005 2010 2014 20151990

2000 2005 2010 2014 2015

12%

4.5%

8.4%
11%

13% 14% 12% 11%

13%

19% 19%
21% 21%

The proportion of lawyers 
who practise as barristers 
continues to decline. 
Changes to legal aid 
eligibility and stricter 
regulatory requirements 
introduced in 2012 are seen 
as contributing factors.

LawTalk 859 · 27 Feb 2015 Snapshot of the Profession 2015

12



1 OC T

1991

Resource 
Management 

Act 1991 
commences

31 JAN

1993

Special $10,000 
Renshaw 

Edwards levy 
payable

25 SEP

1990

New Zealand 
Bill of Rights 

Act 1990 
commences

1 JAN

1986

All controls on 
conveyancing 

charges 
abolished

29 NOV

1985
1 NOV

1984
24 JAN

1984

All controls 
on lawyer 

advertising 
abolished

First Apple 
Macintosh 
launched

Scale of 
Professional 

Charges schedule 
2 abolished

82.0 %

2245 2342 2509 2617
3525

3756 404481.2 % 79.9 % 79.0 %
71.8 % 66.9 % 67.6 %

Firms with a single practising lawyer make 
up half of all New Zealand law firms.

Sole practitioners

Queen’s Counsel Multi-lawyer firms

8% O F N Z L AW Y E R S

8.3% O F P R A C T I S I N G B A R R I S T E R S

18% O F Q C A R E W O M E N

11% Wellington

39% Auckland

7% Christchurch
5% Hamilton

38% Other

29.3 Y E A R S I N  P R A C T I C E  O N AV E R A G E

Of the 1348 barristers in practice, 112 are Queen’s Counsel. 
New Zealand Queen’s Counsel were appointed for the first time 
in 1907 and there have been 279 appointments. Applications 
for the next round of appointments close on 14 March 2015.

Other
4

Dunedin
5

Auckland
60

Wellington
30

Christchurch
11

Lawyers practising through a law firm of any size make up 66.5% of NZ lawyers 
and have an average of 17 years in practice. Half of New Zealand’s law firms 
comprise just one lawyer. Lawyers working in multi-lawyer firms have an 
average of 15.1 years in practice. Lawyers working in firms are either able to 
practise on own account, – and thereby able to become partners or directors – 
or are employees. Just under 40% of lawyers working in multi-lawyer firms are 
partners or directors. One of the most noticeable aspects of lawyers working 
in multi-lawyer firms is the big difference in the average number of years in 
practice between men and women in each of the three roles.

47% Auckland 38%

13% Wellington 12%

11% Christchurch 11%

 4% Hamilton  4%

25% All others  35%

E M P LO Y E E
PA R T N E R /
D I R E C TO R

Employee

Director

Partner


6988

1737 40% 12.0 

312 68% 24.0 

1722 77% 27.1 

3771
54%

19.6 

3217
46%
9.9 

60% 7.6  2554

32% 16.3  144

23% 20.1  519
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4 FEB

2004
5 M AY

2003

Supreme Court 
sits for first 

time

Facebook 
founded

1 JAN

2000

LinkedIn 
launched

Second 
Millenium 
celebrated

17 M AY

1999

Sian Elias QC 
sworn in as 

Chief Justice

16 JAN

1997

Microso¥ 
Outlook 
released

16 AUG

1995

Microso¥ 
launches 
Internet 

Explorer 1.0

1 JUL

2004

62.7 % 59.2 %
52.5 % 50.9 %

42.4 % 39.4 % 38.5 %

4656 5097
5926 6127

7184 7567 7680% current 
lawyers not in 
practice on date

Lawyers in practice on 
date still in practice

Law firm size

Total

Sole 
Practice

20+
PARTNERS /
DIRECTORS

10–19
PARTNERS /
DIRECTORS

4–9
PARTNERS /
DIRECTORS

1–3
PARTNERS /
DIRECTORS

New Zealand’s law firms are generally small enterprises, with 86% of all firms having 5 or fewer 
practising certificate holders. The number of law firms is increasing each year. Firms with 4 to 
9 partners/directors appear to be showing the most growth, contributing 23.7% of all lawyers 
practising in firms in 2015 – up from 22.1% in 2013. Branches are consolidated in the information.

Practising 
Certificates : 

Partners / Director

121877 19 152 750 944Number of firms

Practising 
Certificates

3.9 : 1 2.7 : 1 2.3 : 1 2.1 : 1 1 : 12.1 : 1

1658 645 1826 2634 9447707

423 239 794 1241 944Partners / Director1877

48.7%
807

48.1%
310

43.2%
789

44.5%
1171

31.7%
299

Female Practising 
Certificates

43.8%
3376

21.7%
92

25.9%
62

21.2%
168

27.5%
341

31.7%
299

Female
Partners / Director

26.4%
962

1480
# Partnerships
# Incorporated 12 19 132 535 782200 0 215 162394

Male Partners / Director

Female Partners / Director
∆  Female % Practising Certificates & 

% Female Partners / Director

Male Practising Certificates
Female Practising Certificates
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1 OC T

2012

Stepping Up 
mandatory for 
barristers sole

1 OC T

2013

Mandatory CPD 
commences

4 SEP

2010

First major 
earthquake 

strikes 
Canterbury

27 NOV

2009

Bazley report 
on legal aid 

released

23 FEB

2009
1 AUG

2008
21 M AR

2006

E-lodgement of 
title transactions 

on Landonline 
mandatory

Twitter 
founded

Lawyers and 
Conveyancers 

Act 2006 in 
force

33.2 %
25.4 % 23.3 % 20.6 % 18.4 %

10.3 %
5.1 %

8333
9316 9570 9908 10183 11200

11840

Some time 
in area

Over 50% of 
time in area
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Areas of Practice Lawyers are asked to provide information to the Law 
Society on the areas in which they practise by estimating the 
proportion of their time spent in each of 23 areas of practice. 
The information below shows the proportion of lawyers who 
spend at least some of their time practising in an area of law, 
and the proportion who spend over half their time in one area. 
Because not all lawyers provide information on their areas of 
practice, this information is indicative.

The overall top 10 areas of practice are graphed, with comparison to 
the top 5 areas of practice of male and female lawyers, barristers, sole 
practioners, and lawyers from multi-lawyer firms.
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W E L L I N G TO N

R A N G I O R A

C H R I S TC H U R C H

R O L L E S TO N

A S H B U R TO N

WA I M AT E

I N V E R C A R G I L

A L E X A N D R A

U P P E R H U T T

O TA K I

L E V I N

F E I L D I N G

WA I R O A

O P O T I K I

K AW E R A U

W H A K ATA N E
H A M I LTO N
C A M B R I D G E

N E L S O N

M O T U E K A

Q U E E N S TO W N

TO K O R O A

H U N T LY
P U K E K O H E

A U C K L A N D

O R E WA

WA R K W O R T H

WA I P U

K E R I K E R I

M ATA M ATA

T E K U I T I

W H A N G A N U I

H AW E R A

Wellington  85 : 1
Queenstown 185 : 1
Kerikeri 241 : 1
Warkworth 266 : 1
Auckland 275 : 1
Alexandra 286 : 1
Nelson 296 : 1
Christchurch 306 : 1
Hamilton 311 : 1
Cambridge 324 : 1

Warkworth 33.3%
Feilding 33.3%
Hawera 30.8%
Matamata 26.7%
Levin 22.2%
Te Kuiti 20.0%
Wanganui 18.4%
Otaki 18.2%

Orewa 52.6%
Ashburton 51.4%
Hawera 46.2%
Whakatane 40.6%
Pukekohe 40.0%
Wellington 39.0%
Invercargill 38.1%
Rangiora 37.9%

Kawerau 3197 : 1
Paihia 3135 : 1
Rolleston 2404 : 1
Tokoroa 1857 : 1
Upper Hutt 1607 : 1
Waimate 1500 : 1
Huntly 1375 : 1
Wairoa 1337 : 1
Opotiki 1278 : 1
Motueka 1283 : 1

Most 
experienced

Highest 
proportion 
of lawyers

Lowest 
proportion 
of lawyers

Freshest 
Faces

Location With one major exception, New Zealand’s 
lawyers are generally found proportionate to 
the population in a centre. The large number 
of in-house lawyers in Wellington gives 
it the highest density of lawyers per head 
of population in the country. Overall, New 
Zealand has one lawyer for every 383 citizens.

Highest proportion of 
lawyers who have been in 
practice for less than 10 
years (excludes centres 

with fewer than 10 lawyers)

Highest proportion of 
lawyers who have been in 
practice for 40 years or 

more (excludes centres with 
fewer than 10 lawyers)
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Judiciary
Information on New Zealand’s judiciary has been mainly sourced from the Ministry of Justice 
websites. All members of the judiciary appointed before 1 February 2015 are included. At that 
date there were 234 members of the judiciary.
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25%

44%

27%73%

77%

56%

73%

75%

23%

31

11

24

14

Jury

Youth

Family

Environment

Civil

D I S T R I C T  C O U R T WA R R A N T SAuckland

Victoria

Canterbury

Otago

71%
80%
75%
69%
72%
80%
67%

  5 Employment

234 All

 12 Māori Land

155 District

 46 High

 10 Appeal

  6 Supreme

20%
29%

25%
31%
28%
20%
33%

4

9

107

33

8

4

165

1

3

48

13

2

2

69

R O L E O N A P P O I N T M E N T TO J U D I C I A R Y

To be eligible for 
appointment to the 
judiciary, a lawyer must 
have been admitted for 
at least 7 years.

E L I G I B I L I T Y  F O R A P P O I N T M E N T

13625269

79%

20363813

65%
5849 6631
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Census 2013

80.4%
85.4%

71.6%
New Zealand

5.3%
5.8%

6.0%
England

1.8%
0.0%

1.6%
Australia

1.6%
1.0%

1.8%
South Africa

1.2%
0.0%

1.5%
Fiji

B I R T H P L A C E

88.3%
93.1%

76.9%
European

7.1%
1.0%

11.0%
Asian

6.1%
10.8%

11.2%
Māori

2.3%
0.0%

2.0%
New Zealander

2.1%
1.0%

5.0%
Pacific Peoples

E T H N I C I T Y

14.2%
0.0%

8.9%
25–29

12.7%
2.0%

9.8%
35–39

12.6%
2.9%

11.7%
40–44

12.0%
1.0%

9.1%
30–34

10.7%
7.8%

11.7%
45-49

A G E

43.3%
31.1%

42.2%
No religion

18.3%
27.2%

11.6%
Anglican

15.2%
19.4%

12.5%
Catholic

7.4%
7.8%

8.3%
Presbyterian

4.0%
4.9%

5.0%
Christian nfd

R E L I G I O N

5.0%
2.9%

14.6%
Regular smoker

19.9%
27.5%

22.2%
Ex-smoker

72.9%
68.6%

59.7%

Never smoked 
regularly

2.1%
2.0%

3.5%

Not elsewhere 
included

C I G A R E T T E S M O K I N G 

56.4%
79.6%

49.5%
Spouse

17.6%
7.8%

16.2%
De facto partner

17.5%
4.9%

20.8%

Never partnered, 
married or in civil union

3.6%
2.9%

4.6%

Non-partnered, 
divorced or dissolved

2.1%
1.9%

2.5%

Non-partnered, 
separated

M A R I TA L S TAT U S 

New Zealand’s first census 
for seven years was held on 
the night of 5 March 2013. 
Statistics New Zealand has 
provided the Law Society 
with a number of sets of 
customised data for people 
who gave their occupation 
as “Lawyer”, “Barrister”, 
“Solicitor” or “Judge”. To 
help round out our picture 
of the legal profession we’ve 
summarised some of the 
information. The graphs 
show the top five in each 
category for lawyers, with 
comparative proportions for 
judges and for all employed 
usually resident New 
Zealanders aged 15 years 
and over.

All NZers
Lawyers
Judges

All employed usually resident New 
Zealanders aged 15 years and over
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The Legal Services 
Industry

Legal aid

29.0%
81.6%

3.3%
$150,001+

19.5%
1.9%

5.3%
$100,001–$150,000

18.2%
1.9%

11.2%
$70,001–$100,000

7.6%
1.9%

10.4%
$50,001–$60,000

7.5%
3.9%

7.9%
$60,001–$70,000

I N C O M E �B E F O R E TA X I N  Y E A R T O  31 M A R C H 2013�

40.3%
35.0%

41.6%
40–49

25.2%
29.1%

10.8%
50–59

12.3%
18.4%

8.1%
60+

11.1%
4.9%

13.7%
30–39

5.6%
4.9%

9.1%
20–29

H O U R S W O R K E D P E R W E E K �S E L F�A S S E S S E D�

94.9%
94.2%

87.2%

Household work 
for own household

39.1%
23.3%

32.7%

Looking a½er child member 
of own household

27.1%
21.4%

14.6%

Other helping or 
voluntary work

14.4%
19.4%

15.6%

Looking a½er child not 
living in household

2.6%
3.9%

7.2%
No activities

V O L U N TA R Y W O R K I N  F O U R W E E K S B E F O R E 5 M A R C H 2013 

54.7%
58.3%

48.6%

Drove private car, 
truck or van

10.5%
10.7%

5.3%
Walked or jogged

7.7%
2.9%

3.2%
Public bus

5.7%
2.9%

8.5%
Worked at home

4.9%
11.7%

10.4%
Did not go to work

T R AV E L TO W O R K O N T U E S D AY,  5  M A R C H 2013

$2865 mil

$2816 milINCOME

INCOME

EXPENDITURE

EXPENDITURE

SURPLUS
¾B E F O R E TA XÀ

SURPLUS
¾B E F O R E TA XÀ

$1823 mil

$1786 mil $1028 mil

$1043 mil
2014 ¾3.6%
2013 ¾3.6%
2012 ¾4.5%
2011 ¾3.3%

A N N U A L I N C R E A S E I N 
L E G A L S E R V I C E S P R I C E S , 
Y E A R TO D E C E M B E R

L E G A L S E R V I C E S F I N A N C I A L P E R F O R M A N C E
�N Z$ M I L L I O N ,  Y E A R T O  31 M A R C H�

G R O S S PAY M E N T S TO L E G A L A I D 
P R O V I D E R S ,  Y E A R TO 30 J U N E

2013

2012

New Zealand lawyers in private practice work in the legal 
services industry. Statistics New Zealand collects information 
annually on New Zealand industries and business enterprises. 
The latest available information for the legal services industry 
is as follows:

Statistics New Zealand’s 
Producers Price Index 
measures changes in the 
price paid for legal services 
(personal and corporate).

2012

PAYMENTS

AVG/PROVIDER
PROVIDERS

1736 1310 1239
2013 2014

Ministry of Justice data for payments 
to legal aid providers in the year to 30 
June shows a fall from 2013 to 2014 of 
5.4% in the number of providers who 
received a payment and a fall of 4.4% 
in total payments.

$80K

$90K

$100K

$85,430

$99,434

$100,549

$120M

$130M

$140M

$150M $148,306,785

$130,258,885

$124,580,224
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